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Stellingen 
Behorende bij het proefschrift: 
“Promoting Harmony with Conflicts? A Study of Reality Television in China” 
1. As a tool to reach a ‘harmonious’ spirit called for by the Chinese 
government, mediation is a useful solution to solve a conflict between two 
parties. 
2. By integrating People’s mediation into a reality show aired by an 
entertainment channel, this genre is both innovative and old fashioned. 
3. Being a manifestation of ‘harmonious’ spirit, mass media can be a tool to 
achieve the government’s goal.  
4. Competing for viewers and generating revenues while at the same time 
meeting censorship and propaganda demands of the government, creates a 
dilemma for Chinese television makers.  
5. Few media practitioners in China are inclined to risk their job by 
challenging the status quo. 
6. Although challenging the traditional value of ‘face’ by publicising personal 
issues to please audience’s voyeuristic demands, the mediation show 
justifies this by pointing to the results it achieves.  
7. The pleasure of watching a reality show only becomes clear when you ask 
viewers personally. 
8. Life-counselling shows defuse social conflicts by providing viewers with an 
illusion that problems and issues can be solved in a peaceful way. 
9. Conducting interviews in dialect is a helpful way to enhance researcher’s 
acceptance and establish rapport with interviewees. 
10. If the people be led by virtue, and uniformity sought to be given them by 
the rules of propriety, they will have the sense of shame, and moreover will 
become good. (道之以德，齐之以礼，有耻且格)  ––  The Analects of 
Confucius (Translated by James Legge) 
